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Proof of originis the document that unlocks a trade agreement's lower duty,
and it comesin three kinds: an authority's certificate, the exporter's own
declaration, and the importer's knowledge. This guide explains who signs
each, who answers when customs checks later, and which one to use for

Indian goods into the UK, Australia, New Zealand and the EU.

The Short Version
e Anon-preferential certificate gets you no lower duty. A preferential proof works only for
the one agreement itis made under.

e SinceApril2026 the invoice number on an Indian preferential certificate must match the
shipping bill exactly.

e UKimporters canuse an origin declaration, a certificate orimporter's knowledge, and no
proofisneededat £1,000 orless.

e Australiaacceptsonly a certificate under ECTA, and a missed one can be claimed back
later on a valid certificate.

e Keep the proof and yourrecords for at least four years under the UK-India agreement.

Inthe first weeks of the India-Australia trade agreement, Australian brokers
raninto awall. Goods that had left India just before the agreement started
on 29 December 2022 were landing just afterit, and importers "have been
unable to obtain Certificates of Origins (COQ) from the Indian authorities for
shipments that departed before ECTA commenced" (LinkedIn, Australian

customs broker, January 2023). The goods qualified. The 0% existed.

Without one piece of paper, none of it counted.

sourcingfrom.com/trade/certificate-of-origin/


http://127.0.0.1:54209/authors/sourcingfrom/
https://in.linkedin.com/posts/john-park-a553013b_customsbrokers-freightforwarders-importers-activity-7021275482373451776-Fqwu
https://in.linkedin.com/posts/john-park-a553013b_customsbrokers-freightforwarders-importers-activity-7021275482373451776-Fqwu

That's the whole subject of this guide in one story. Whether you pay the tariff
ornot comes down to one document, and that document differs by
agreement, by who signs it, and by who gets the phone call when customs
checks later. We'll explain the three kinds of proof, what each one puts on
whose desk, and how to choose, with Indian goods into the UK worked
throughin full. The caveat - several of the rules below are new in 2026 and
some Indianissuing bodies aren't named yet, so we've dated everything
and said where we couldn't check.

Lastresearched 25 September 2026 - Next review 19 November 2026 -
Written by SourcingFrom

1. Two Documents Share One Name

"Certificate of origin" can mean two different things, and suppliers mix them
up more than you'd think.
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A non-preferential certificate says where goods were made for ordinary
customs purposes - statistics, quotas, anti-dumping measures, ora bank's
documentlist under aletter of credit. It gets you no lower duty. InIndia
these now issue only electronically, and the platform behind themis on
exporting from India.

A preferential proof of originis made under one named trade agreement
and opens up that agreement'srate. It only works for that agreement. A
certificate issued for Australia does nothing at a British port, and a British
origin declaration does nothing in Melbourne. So the first questionto a
supplierwho says "we can give you a certificate of origin" is short - for which
agreement? If the answeris ablank look, that's your first piece of
information about the supplier.

Aproofisalsoonly as good as the claim behind it. If the goods don't meet
the agreement'srules, the proof is worse than useless, because you've
accepted afalse claim. The tests live inrules of origin, and this page
assumes the goods pass them.

2. The Three Kinds of Proof

Every agreement we've read uses one or more of three kinds. The names
vary, the mechanics don't.

The firstis a certificate issued by an authority. The exporterappliesto a
government agency or a body it designates, usually with a cost sheet, and
gets a signed and sealed certificate with its own number. Somebody has
looked at the claim before you ever seeiit. Thisis the oldest form, the
slowest, and the one most Indian agreements still require.

The secondis the exporter's own declaration - a set form of words on the
invoice, signed by the exporter, checked by nobody before shipment.
Agreementsrationitinthree ways. Some let any exporter declare, like the
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UK's origin declaration by "the exporter or producer”. Some let any exporter
declare below a value andrequire registration above it, like the EU's
statement on originunder GSP, which needs a REXnumber above EUR
6,000. And some allow it only for exporters an authority has approved, like
New Zealand's Indian "status holders".

The thirdisimporter's knowledge. You claim the preference on your own
evidence, with no document from the exporter at all, and when customs
asksit asks you, and only you. It exists in the UK-India agreement. It doesn't
existin Australia's or New Zealand's agreements with India, so a supplier
offering to "let you self-certify" for those markets is describing a different
treaty. The easiest way to keep all three straight is to ask who signedit, and
who gets the letter from customs.

Kind of proof Who signs Checked before shipment? Who answers custom:
Certificate A government Yes You, then the exporter'
froman agency or authority
authority designated

body
Exporter's The exporter, No You, then the exporter'
declaration ontheinvoice authority
Importer's You, onyour No You alone
knowledge own evidence

3. Who Gets the Letter When Customs Asks

Preferenceis granted at the border and checked afterwards, sometimes
years afterwards. The UK-India textis the clearest we've read on how that
works, and the patternis close to universal.

Where a claimrests on a declaration or a certificate, customs "may conduct
a verification of the claim by requesting, in writing, information from the
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importer of the good", and if thatisn't enough it writes to "the competent
authority of the exporting Party", within two years of the claim (Article 3.25,
UK-India CETA Chapter 3). You get the first letter and the exporter's
authority gets the second. Where the claimrests onimporter's knowledge,

there's no second letter. It's your evidence or nothing.

The records follow the burden. You keep the proof and the supporting
records for atleast fouryears fromimportation, and the exporter keepsits
originrecords for five years (Article 3.24). Customs may deny a claimif the
goods don't qualify, if verification turns up too little, orif anyone in the chain
"failstorespondto a writtenrequest forinformation” (Article 3.19). Silence
from a supplier three years after the sale is a denial with yourname onit.

Two things customs may not do, andit's worth knowing the article number. It
"shall not reject a proof of origin due to minor errors or discrepancies” that
don't cast doubt on origin, and if a proofisillegible or defective onits face
you get 30 days to supply a corrected one (Article 3.22). Brokers don't
always know this.

4. The Details That Actually Deny a Claim

In ourreading of the texts and of what goes wrong at Indian ports, the origin
rule israrely what loses the preference. The paperworkiis.

Validity comes first. Twelve months fromissue is the normin the UK, New
Zealand and Australian agreements with India, and a proof older than that
has simply expired. A proof also normally covers one importation. The UK
and New Zealand agreements let one proof cover "multiple shipments of
identical goods" within a period of up to 12 months (CETA Article 3.15(3), NZ
FTA Article 3.15(4)), but Australia doesn't, so ask your broker which one
you're in before youreuse a certificate.
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Then the invoice number. Since April 2026 India's trade authority requires

the invoice number on a preferential certificate to match the shipping bill
exactly (DGFT Notification No. 05/2026-27). The notificationis listed on
dgft.gov.in, though the PDF is a scan we could only read through a

reproduction. Atrade adviser summed up the practical effect - "one
mismatch and the duty benefitis denied at destination” (LinkedIn, April

2026). A certificate raised on a proforma and shipped on a final invoice with
adifferent numberis the trap most often sprung afterthe goods have
sailed.

Thenthe form. Each agreement hasits own template, and they don't even

agree onnumbering - the UKuses Annex 3B for the declaration and 3C for
the certificate, and New Zealand does the reverse. A supplier copying "the
usual wording" from another agreement has produced nothing.

Finally, timing. All three agreements allow a proof completed after the
goods have shipped, marked "completed retrospectively” or "ISSUED
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RETROSPECTIVELY", and all three allow alate claim with arefund - one year
afterimportationin the UK (Article 3.20), 12 monthsin New Zealand (Article
3.24), and up to fouryears in Australia. Thatlast one is how the 2023 story
ended, andwe'll come back toit. The refund routes are on duty refunds.

5. The UK's Three Routes for Indian Goods

The UK-India agreement enteredinto force on 15 July 2026 (Business
Growth Service). Fora UK importer, Article 3.15 names three proofs - "an

origin declaration completed by the exporter or producer”, "a certificate of
originissued by anissuing authority”, or "the importer's knowledge that the
good s originating”.

One asymmetry confuses people. Forgoods going the otherway, India
accepts only the origin declaration, which is why UK guidance tells British
exporters to register with HMRC and get their declarations authenticated
(GOV.UK). That applies to British exporters, not to your Indian supplier. AUK
customs specialist listed the three import routes correctly in July 2026
(LinkedIn, 2026), while other posts that month described the export-side

reqgistration steps, andit's easy toread one as the other. If a supplier says it
can't ship underthe agreementuntilit has "a UK registration", it'sread the
wrong page.

Sowhichroute? For a first order from a supplier you haven't visited, use the
exporter's origin declaration. It costs nothing, goes on the invoice, and puts
the exporter's name on the claim. Insist the wording comes from Annex 3B,
not from memory. For a supplier already exporting to Australia or the Gulf,
the certificate may be easier, because it's used to dealing with anissuing
agency. It's slower, and the invoice-number rule bites here, so have it issued
against the final invoice.

If you're a private-label buyer who holds the bill of materials, importer's
knowledge is opentoyou, provided you're ready to ownit. HMRC's
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guidance lists what you'llneed on file - the commodity code, the
production process, the origin of the materials, and for processed goods
eitherthe value or weight figures or "alist of all the non-originating materials
including their commodity code” (GOV.UK, get proof of origin). Its next line

is the useful one - "If you or the personreceiving your goods cannot give this
information for commercial reasons you should use an origin declaration.”

That settles the trader question. Traders often keep the maker's name off
paperwork, whichis a normal way to protect a margin, and it means you'll
never hold the maker's bill of materials. So with a trader, importer's
knowledge is off the table by design. Use the declaration or the certificate,
and stillask who makes the goods, because the origin evidence sitsin that
factory whoever signs.

Two more UK facts change decisions. No proof is needed where the
customs value of the importation doesn't exceed £1,000, unlessit's one of
a series planned to dodge the rules (Article 3.18), so samples and small trial
orders clear without any of this. And a claim canbe made up to ayear after
importation (Article 3.20), so if the first shipment cleared at full duty while
you waited for paperwork, the money isn't gone. The rest of the UK borderis
on India to the UK.

Ready to act
Need hands-on help?

Getting the Annex 3B wording onto the invoice, ora
certificate issued against the finalinvoice rather than the
proforma, is where first UK orders stall. SourcingSync does
that work at the Indianend.

Talk to SourcingSync 7
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6. Australia, New Zealand and the EU

Australia takes a certificate and nothing else. Under ECTA there's no self-
declaration and noimporter's knowledge, only a certificate froma
designated Indian agency, valid 12 months and good for one importation
(ABF ECTA guide). As one compliance adviser put it, "No certificate, no

preference" (LinkedIn, 2026). Your job is to name the certificate inthe PO

and check the invoice number. A supplier that "self-certifies" for Australia
has certified nothing.

New Zealand, from 20 October 2026 (MFAT), takes a certificate froman
issuing authority or a declaration by an Indian "status holder", an exporter
India has certified to self-declare (Articles 3.15and 3.19, FTA text). A
declaration by any exporter only comes after areview five yearsin. There's a
catchinArticle 3.33 as well - "other forms of Proof of Origin, such as Origin
Declaration, shall be subject to the establishment of an electronic system”
to check them, due within 12 months. Our reading is that on day one the
certificateis the proof you can count on. An NZ broker made the same point
toimportersin September2026 - goods "won't automatically qualify just
because they were shipped from India" (LinkedIn, 2026). What the start date

does to a container thatlands a day early is on FTA duty phase-downs.

The EU has no agreement with Indiain force, so an Indian exporter claims the
GSPrate, where India still has it, with a statement on origin added "by the
registered exporter to the invoice or any other commercial document”.
Below EUR 6,000 per shipment any exporter can make it without registering
(Access2Markets, REX). Above that the exporter needs a REX number, which

you can checkinthe Commission's public tool before relying onit (DG
TAXUD, REX). A supplier quoting a "GSP price" with no REXnumber can't
deliverit.
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Briefly, elsewhere - EFTA accepts the Indian exporter's own self-declared
certificate, the UAE takes a DGFT-issued certificate and reviews claims after
clearance, and the US gives Indian goods no preference at all. Who signs
under every Indian agreementis onIndia's trade agreements.

SourcingFrom Intelligence

powered by Kirnova - the intelligence company

01  The invoice number is where Indian certificates fail. Since April 2026 India
requires the certificate's invoice number to match the shipping bill, and
practitioners report one mismatch losing the preference at destination. Have it
issued against the final invoice. (DGF'T Notification 05/2026-2 7, LinkedIn, trade
adviser, Apr 2026.)

02  UKbuyers get asked for registrations they don't need. HMRC registration and

Indian authentication apply to UK-to-India exports. Importing Indian goods, you

sourcingfrom.com/trade/certificate-of-origin/ 10


http://127.0.0.1:54209/india/trade/agreements/
https://kirnova.com/
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/edd8a29b-bf8b-440d-a102-3f4048c965cc/Notification%20No.%2005%20English%20dated%2007.04.2026%20signed.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/pc-agrawal-78569614_dgft-tightens-rules-for-certificate-of-origin-activity-7447529236325646336-L-hA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/pc-agrawal-78569614_dgft-tightens-rules-for-certificate-of-origin-activity-7447529236325646336-L-hA

need only the declaration, a certificate or your own knowledge. (UK-India CETA
Art. 3.15, GOV.UK.)

03  New Zealand's day-one proof is the certificate. Declarations by status holders

depend on an electronic checking system due within 12 months, so don't plan the

first months around one. (NZ-India F'TA Art. 3.33, our reading.)

04 A missed Australian certificate is recoverable. Duty paid without one can be

refunded later on a valid certificate, which India can issue retrospectively within

12 months of export. (LinkedIn, AU freight association, 2022, ABF ECTA guide.)

What we don't know yet

O Which Indian bodies willissue New Zealand certificates, due about 19 November 2026, and
when the status-holder system goeslive.

O Howlongan EU statement on origin stays valid, from a Commission page ratherthan a
secondary summary.

O How oftenimporters actually claim the preference on Indian goods. Nobody publishesiit.

06 / Decide here
1 Name the agreement and the exact proofinthe PO.
2 Have any certificate issued against the final commercial invoice number.

3 Keep the proof and yourrecords for at least fouryears.

7. What to Watch Out For

Goods boughtinawholesale market come with no bill of materials, no
named maker and no originrecords. They may well be Indian, and nobody
canprove it to a customs officer three years on, so price market-bought
stock at the full rate,
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Chinese yarn, fabric orcomponents can push a product past the originrule
evenwhenit's sewninlIndia, and the proof then describes a claimthatisn't
true. Ask where the inputs come from and write the answerinto the PO (see

rules of origin).

And watch forthe preference nobody claims. India's share of Australia's
non-fuelimports moved only from1.93% in 202210 1.97% in 2025, with the
agreement in force the whole time (our analysis of ABS data, onIndia to
Australia). We can't prove why, and nobody publishes claimrates, but we
suspect a good share of eligible shipments still clear at full duty because the
paperwasn'tready.

Questions Buyers Ask

What's the difference between a certificate of origin and an origin
declaration?

A certificateisissued by an authority after the exporter applies. Adeclarationis
written and signed by the exporter on the invoice. Both are proof of origin, and
each agreement says which oneitaccepts.

Canluseimporter's knowledge forIndian goods? v
Do I need proof of origin for samples? v
Does a certificate prove the supplier is the manufacturer? v

8. How the 2023 Story Ended

Those stuck Australian shipments weren't lost for good. The same broker
network had already published the refund route. The refund reason code for
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ECTAis 23A10A, and importers "should have a valid COO or a copy of one at
the time of seeking arefund” (LinkedIn, Australian freight association,

December2022). Once the transition was sorted, India could issue

certificates retrospectively within 12 months of export, and Australian
importers can claim the duty back forup to fouryears. No 2024 t0 2026
broker we found repeats the complaint.

Sothe paperworkisn't hopeless. The paperis the preference, and whoever
getsitright before the goods sail pays nothing while everyone else waits for
arefund. Pick your destination for the rates and the borderrules - Australia,
New Zealand, the UK, the EU, the UAE, the US - and run the order with and
without the preferencein the landed cost calculator. Related guides: import

duty, duty refunds, FTA duty phase-downs.
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