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This guide sets out the children's product safety rules in the US, EU, UK and

Australia, then shows what actually fails on Indian-made children's goods.

The recalls are mostly design and trim faults such as cords, poppers and

sleepwear flammability, which are cheap to fix at the pattern stage.

The Short Version

In the EU, 22 of 27 children's clothing alerts on Indian goods are cords or detachable

poppers and zips.

8 of the 45 CPSC recalls of India-made products since 2021 are children's sleepwear or

loungewear that failed the flammability standard.

In the US you, the importer, issue the Children's Product Certificate, and from 8 July 2026

most must be filed electronically with the entry.

Decide sleepwear status on day one and pull-test poppers on production pieces, not

only samples.

Indian wooden toys need paint testing for every colour, every production run.

Liverpool Football Club recalled its children's pyjamas in the US in February

2024. They were made in India, sold through the club's own shop, and they

failed the federal flammability standard for children's sleepwear (CPSC, 29

February 2024). Nothing was wrong with the stitching or the cotton. The

garment was simply a loose-fitting cotton pyjama, which the US rule treats

as a fire risk on a child, and nobody had asked at the design stage whether it

was meant to be tight-fitting or flame-resistant.
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That recall is the shape of almost every children's product failure we found.

We read every official recall and alert naming India as origin since 2021 in the

US, the EU and the UK, and the children's ones are design and trim faults, not

dirty factories or bad chemistry. That's good news for you, because design

faults are cheap to fix before production and very expensive after. This

guide sets out what each market asks for, then shows what actually fails.

One caveat - recalls show what regulators and brands caught, not how

often goods fail, so read the counts as a map of hazards.

1. What Actually Gets Recalled

Here are the children's records from our study, by market.
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Sources: EU Safety Gate, UK OPSS, CPSC, our counts, January 2021 to

September 2026. Counts are separate per source and never add across

columns.

Three things jump out. Europe catches cords and the US catches sleepwear,

because those are the rules each enforces hardest. Poppers fail

everywhere. And chemistry, the thing buyers worry about most, is a minority

of the children's records, while chemistry is the main story for leather,

jewellery and cosmetics (see our restricted substances guide).

The detail in the alerts is more useful than the counts. A Belgian authority

pulled a child's skirt for "long drawstrings to be tied at the front of the waist

area". An Irish one pulled five Indian-made children's sets in one week of

2025 because "the poppers can be easily detached" and "are not attached

What failed EU Safety Gate (alerts) UK OPSS (reports) US CPSC (recalls)

Cords and

drawstrings at

hood, neck or

waist

12 0 0

Poppers, zips

and threads that

detach

10 5 3

Sleepwear

flammability

0 0 8

Phthalates in

prints, stickers

or plastic toys

3 (clothing), 2 (toys) 4 1

Nitrosamines in

rubber and foam

toy parts

6 0 0

Lead in paint or

coating

1 (toy migration) 0 2
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adequately". A Portuguese one pulled a baby sleeping bag whose neck

opening was too large for the child's size, and the CPSC recalled infant

sleep bags for exactly the same fault in 2021 (Safety Gate and CPSC

records, our reading). The same small set of faults, again and again, across

buyers and countries.

2. The Rules Market by Market

Each market has its own paperwork, but the safety thinking underneath is

similar.

United States

Anything designed mainly for children aged 12 or under and covered by a

children's product safety rule needs third-party testing at a CPSC-

accepted lab and a Children's Product Certificate. You, the importer, issue

the certificate, not the factory. It must identify the product, cite each rule,
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name the lab and give the date and place of making and testing, all in English

(CPSC). The rules buyers of Indian goods meet most are total lead of 100

ppm in accessible parts and 0.009% lead in paint (CPSC), eight phthalates

capped at 0.1% in accessible plasticised parts of toys and childcare articles

(16 CFR 1307), the children's sleepwear flammability standards (16 CFR 1615

and 1616), small-parts rules for under-threes and the ASTM F963 toy

standard. New this year - from 8 July 2026 most certificates must be filed

electronically with the customs entry, including low-value parcels, with

goods from foreign trade zones following on 8 January 2027 (Federal

Register, 8 January 2025). Your broker needs the certificate data before the

goods land.

European Union

Clothing falls under the General Product Safety Regulation, and the

standard authorities cite for cords is EN 14682 (every one of the 12 cord

alerts names it). Toys need CE marking against the Toy Safety Directive and

the EN 71 series, with a technical file and an EU-based economic operator. A

new Toy Safety Regulation, (EU) 2025/2509, was published in December

2025 and is reported to apply from 2030, adding a digital product passport

and tighter chemical rules (Eurofins summary). Check the exact dates with

your test lab before you plan a range around them.

United Kingdom

Toys follow the Toys (Safety) Regulations 2011 with UKCA marking (CE is still

accepted in Great Britain), tested to the same EN 71 standards. Clothing

follows general product safety law, and in practice UK retailers test cords to

EN 14682 and poppers with a pull test. The UK popper recalls in our data

were all big high-street names, which tells you their own testing catches it

late, not never.
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Australia and New Zealand

Australia has mandatory standards for toys for children up to 36 months,

covering small parts and battery compartments, and the transition to the

updated standard ended on 4 March 2025. It accepts compliance through

AS/NZS ISO 8124.1 and named overseas standards including EN 71-1 and

ASTM F963 (National Retail Association). Children's nightwear has its own

mandatory fire-danger labelling standard, and button batteries have strict

rules of their own. Australia and New Zealand don't publish origin on their

recall lists, so we have no Indian count for them. Check the current

mandatory standards for your product on the ACCC's Product Safety

Australia site and New Zealand's product safety site before you order.
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3. Fix It at the Pattern Stage

Because the failures are design faults, the cheapest control is a design

review before the sample is cut. Here's what we'd put on the tech pack for

children's clothing, whichever market it's for -

1. No functional cords at the hood or neck for young children, and waist

cords within EN 14682 limits, with no toggles or knotted free ends.

Decorative ribbons at the neck count too, as the 2025 jumpsuit alert

shows.

2. Name the poppers and how they're set. Brand, size, the fabric they're

set into, and reinforcement behind them. Then ask for a pull test on

production pieces, not only the sample. The Irish batch of five alerts

reads like one popper supplier and one setting machine.

3. Decide sleepwear status on day one. For the US, a garment sold as

sleepwear for sizes above 9 months must be tight-fitting to the rule's

dimensions or made of fabric that passes the flammability test.

Liverpool's loose cotton pyjamas did neither. If the design is loose, call it

loungewear only if it truly is, because CPSC has recalled loungewear sets

sold for sleeping too.

4. Plastisol prints and plastic trims get a phthalate test. The Dutch authority

caught DEHP at 0.14% in the orange print of a child's T-shirt.

5. Check neck openings and sizing on sleeping bags against the child's size

range before bulk.
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For toys, add small-parts testing on anything that can come loose,

nitrosamine testing on rubber and foam parts for the EU (six alerts on Indian

toy tyres and foam), and lead in paint and coatings everywhere. Indian

wooden toys are a lovely category, and they need paint testing for every

colour, every production run.

None of this is hard for a capable Indian garment or toy maker. Tiruppur and

the export babywear units do it for big brands every day. What goes wrong

is that nobody asked. If you're working with a smaller maker on a first

children's range, give them the rules in writing, and if you want someone in

India to run the design review, pull tests and inspection with them,

SourcingSync does that.

SourcingFrom Intelligence

powered by Kirnova - the intelligence company
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01 Children's recalls of Indian-made goods are design faults. In the EU, 22 of 27

children's clothing alerts are cords (12) or detachable poppers and zips (10). (EU

Safety Gate, our count, 2021 to Sep 2026.)

02 In the US the risk is sleepwear fire rules. 8 of the 45 CPSC recalls of India-made

products since 2021 are children's sleepwear or loungewear that failed the

flammability standard. (CPSC recalls, our count.)

03 Poppers fail in every market. 10 EU alerts, 5 UK reports and 3 US recalls (a

sleepsuit zip, romper snaps, blanket threads) involve parts that come off. A pull test

on production pieces is the fix. (Safety Gate, OPSS, CPSC, our counts.)

What we don't know yet

How Indian children's goods fare in Australia and New Zealand. Neither publishes origin on

recalls.

Failure rates. No source divides recalls by volume shipped.

4. Your Paperwork Checklist

Before the first children's order ships, have these in your file -

The test reports from an accredited lab for your market (a CPSC-

accepted lab for the US), on production pieces, naming the style and lot.

For the US, your Children's Product Certificate and the eFiling data ready

for your broker, plus permanent tracking labels on the product and

packaging.

For the EU and UK toys, the declaration of conformity, the technical file

and the CE or UKCA marking, with the importer's name and address on

the product or pack.

For Australia, evidence of compliance with each mandatory standard that

applies, and nightwear fire-danger labels where needed.
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The tech pack showing the design decisions above, signed off by the

maker.

5. Back to Liverpool

The recall notice is short. Pyjamas, India, flammability, burn hazard. What it

doesn't say is how small the decision was that caused it - a fit and a fabric

chosen without the US sleepwear rule in front of anyone. Every children's

failure in our data is like that. So put the rules in the tech pack, test

production pieces rather than samples, and decide what the product is

before you decide what it looks like.

6. Next Steps

Babywear from India, makers and checks: babywear.

Chemicals that fail in other categories: restricted substances.

Testing and inspection in India: quality control in India.

Certificates for the fabric itself: textile certifications.

Why a good sample can still mean a failing bulk order: sample perfect,

bulk not.

Selling children's goods on Amazon: Amazon FBA from India.

Market rules for Indian goods: US, EU, UK, Australia.
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