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The US splits electrical compliance in two. The FCC regulates radio

interference by law, through a supplier declaration or a certification with an

FCC ID. Safety listing by a lab such as UL, Intertek (ETL) or CSA is required by

law only in workplaces, but retailers, insurers and electrical codes demand it

almost everywhere. This guide covers both halves for importers and for

Indian makers.

The Short Version

Anything with Wi-Fi or Bluetooth needs FCC certification and an FCC ID, which you can

look up.

Most other digital devices can use a supplier's declaration, but the responsible party

must be in the US, usually you.

UL, ETL and CSA are all OSHA-recognised labs. A buyer should accept any of them, not

just UL.

Check a safety listing in the lab's own online directory, not on a PDF the supplier sends.

Federal law rarely makes UL mandatory for consumer goods, but your retailer usually will.

Does a brass table lamp need an FCC label? Usually not, unless it has a

dimmer, a smart bulb, an LED driver or a USB port, and these days most of

them have at least one. That's where buyers of Indian lighting and small

appliances get caught out, because the FCC side and the safety side are

two separate systems run by different people.

This guide covers both. It's part of our certifications hub, and it leans on our

own pull of US recalls on India-made goods.
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1. Two Systems, Two Questions

FCC asks "will this product interfere with radio signals?" It's federal law,

under 47 CFR Part 15 for most consumer electronics, and it applies at the

moment you import or market the product.

Safety listing asks "will this product shock or burn someone?" There's no

single federal law for consumer goods. Instead, OSHA requires electrical

equipment used in workplaces to be "approved", which in practice means

listed by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL). Electrical

codes, city inspectors, insurers and nearly every major retailer and

marketplace then require the same listing for consumer goods too.

So the honest answer to "is UL required?" is "not always by law, but nearly

always by the people you sell to".

2. How FCC Authorization Works

Part 15 sorts products into two types.

Unintentional radiators are things that give off radio energy without

meaning to - LED drivers, switching power supplies, digital controls,

anything with a microprocessor. Under 47 CFR 15.101 nearly all of these

can use a Supplier's Declaration of Conformity (SDoC) or certification.

Scanning receivers, radar detectors and a couple of others need

certification.

Intentional radiators are things that transmit on purpose - Wi-Fi,

Bluetooth, RF remotes. Under 15.201 they must be certified by a

Telecommunication Certification Body (TCB) before they're marketed,

and they get an FCC ID.
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Simple products with no electronics at all, like a plain incandescent lamp

with a switch, mostly fall outside the authorization rules. Check with your

test lab, because one LED driver changes that.

The SDoC Rule That Lands on You

Under 47 CFR 2.1077, the responsible party for an SDoC "must be located

within the United States". For imported goods that's the importer. A

compliance information statement naming the product, the compliance

statement and the US responsible party's contact details has to go with the

product, in the manual or on a separate sheet, or electronically.

An Indian factory can't be your SDoC responsible party. You can be, or a US

company can take that role for you.
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The FCC ID

A certified product carries "FCC ID" followed by the identifier on a

permanent label visible from outside, or on screen for some devices. The

first part of the ID is the grantee code, which identifies who holds the grant.

You can look up any FCC ID on the FCC's equipment authorization search

and see the grant, test reports and photos.

Often the FCC ID on an Indian product belongs to the radio module maker,

not the factory. That's normal if the module is certified as a modular

transmitter and installed as its grant allows. Ask which it is.

The Bad Labs Rules

In 2025 the FCC adopted rules barring test labs, TCBs and accreditation

bodies owned or controlled by entities on its Covered List or tied to foreign

adversaries from the authorization process, for both certification and SDoC.

Further restrictions were proposed. For an Indian product tested in India this

is mostly good news, but if your supplier's reports came from a lab in China

then check the lab is still recognised. We couldn't read the FCC's own

pages for this (they blocked our fetch), so confirm the current position with

your test lab.

3. What an NRTL Listing Means

OSHA lists 21 NRTLs as of 17 October 2026. The ones you'll see most on

Indian goods are UL, Intertek (the ETL mark), CSA, TÜV SÜD America, TÜV

Rheinland of North America, SGS North America and Bureau Veritas. Each

has its own registered mark and its own scope of standards.

My view is flat - a buyer who insists on UL and rejects ETL or CSA is paying for

a brand, not more safety. All three test to the same UL standards where
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that's in their scope. If your retailer names a specific mark then follow the

retailer, otherwise accept any NRTL with the right scope.

"Listed" means the lab tested the product and keeps checking the factory.

"Recognized component" (the backwards UR mark) means a part, such as a

switch or cord set, was tested for use inside a listed product. A lamp built

from recognised parts is not itself listed.

4. What an Importer Should Check

1. At quotation - ask whether the product has radio or digital electronics,

and whether it is or will be NRTL listed. Get the standard number (for

lamps that's usually UL 153 or UL 1598).

2. Before sample approval - for FCC, the FCC ID (look it up) or the SDoC

test report naming your model. For safety, the listing file number and the

lab.

3. Look the listing up in the lab's own online directory (UL Product iQ,

Intertek's directory, CSA's certified product listing). The factory name,

address and model must match. If they don't then it's somebody else's

listing.

4. Before shipment - photos of the FCC label, the NRTL mark with the lab's

name, the rating label and your SDoC statement.

Red Flags

A "UL certificate" PDF with no listing you can find.

A listing in a different factory's name. Ask if your supplier is an authorised

manufacturing site under that file.

An FCC ID that, on lookup, belongs to a different kind of product.

An NRTL mark from a lab not on OSHA's current list.
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5. Where Indian Goods Get Recalled

Our pull of US CPSC recalls from 2021 to 2026 found 45 recalls of products

manufactured in India. Nine were fire, burn or electrical hazards in home

goods. Some were simple, like Crate and Barrel's Avena mini table lamps in

2023, where a loose electrical cord connection posed a fire hazard. A 2025

recall covered a chandelier whose ceiling connector wasn't threaded

properly. And in 2026 two recalls covered air conditioners and heat pumps.

None of these needed clever testing to catch. They needed someone to

check the build against the listing on the production line, and that's the part

a listing lab's factory inspection is for. If you'd rather not run those checks

yourself, SourcingSync can do pre-shipment checks against the listing.
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6. How an Indian Exporter Gets FCC and NRTL Listing

This half is for the Indian manufacturer.

FCC

Step 1 - Classify the product. Unintentional radiator, intentional radiator or

neither. The test lab will confirm. (A day.)

Step 2 - Use certified modules where you can. If you add Bluetooth or Wi-

Fi then a pre-certified module saves you a full certification, provided you

follow its grant conditions.

Step 3 - Test at a recognised lab. Use a lab the FCC recognises for the test

you need. Check its status on the FCC's test firm list before you send

samples. Emissions testing for a simple device often takes a week or two.

Step 4a - For SDoC. The lab issues the report. Your US buyer, as the

responsible party, holds it and puts the compliance information statement

with the product. You supply the report and the label artwork.

Step 4b - For certification. Register for an FCC Registration Number, get a

grantee code, then a TCB reviews the reports and issues the grant. Count on

several weeks end to end. Check the current fees with the FCC and your

TCB.

Step 5 - Label. FCC ID on the permanent label for certified products, plus

any compliance statement Part 15 requires.

NRTL Listing

Step 1 - Choose the NRTL and standard. Pick one on OSHA's current list

whose scope covers your standard. If your buyer names one then use that.

sourcingfrom.com/guides/fcc-and-us-electrical-safety/ 7



Step 2 - Prepare the file. Drawings, bill of materials naming recognised

components (cord sets, switches, holders) by their file numbers, ratings and

user manual.

Step 3 - Submit samples for testing. The lab tests to the standard and tells

you what fails. Common first-time failures on Indian lighting are strain relief

on the cord, earthing of metal parts, wire routing over sharp edges and

missing markings.

Step 4 - Initial factory inspection. The lab inspects your site before the

listing is issued. Your production must match the file exactly.

Step 5 - Listing issued. Your product appears in the lab's online directory.

You then buy or print the lab's marks under its rules. A listing for a simple

lamp typically takes one to three months. Check the current fee with the lab.

Step 6 - Ongoing follow-up. The NRTL inspects your factory several times a

year, without warning. Swap a component without telling them and you're

out of compliance. This is the most common reason listings get suspended.

Step 7 - Send the buyer their pack. Listing file number, directory link, FCC ID

or SDoC report, label photos and, for SDoC, the compliance statement text.

7. A Worked Example

This example is an illustration built from the rules above, not a real firm.

A US home decor brand buys 800 brass lamps with a USB charging port

from a Moradabad workshop.

The USB port and its power supply make the lamp a digital device, so it

needs FCC Part 15 compliance. It has no radio, so SDoC is allowed, with the

brand as US responsible party. The workshop sends the lamp to a

sourcingfrom.com/guides/fcc-and-us-electrical-safety/ 8



recognised lab, and the brand prints the compliance statement in the

manual.

For safety, the brand's retailer wants an NRTL mark. The workshop uses a

listed USB module and recognised cord set, sends samples to Intertek,

passes after a strain-relief fix, gets its factory inspected and appears in the

ETL directory. The brand checks the listing before paying the balance. Two

systems, two checks, and both done before the goods leave India.

FAQ

Is UL certification required by US law?

For workplace electrical equipment, OSHA requires NRTL approval. For

consumer goods there's usually no federal rule, but retailers, insurers and
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electrical codes demand it.

Is ETL as good as UL?

Can my Indian supplier be the FCC responsible party?

How do I check an FCC ID?

Does a plain lamp with no electronics need FCC?

8. Next Steps

If you also sell into Europe or the UK, read the CE and UKCA guide. For lead

and other substances in children's goods, see children's product safety.

Our quality control page covers checking goods before they ship.

Two marks, two databases, and five minutes to look both up. Do it before

you pay the balance.
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