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The IECistheregistration every Indian exporter of goods needs, and the
RCMC is the export councilmembership that unlocks most export schemes.
This guide shows buyers what each proves and how to checkit on DGFT, and
walks Indian exporters through getting, updating and renewing both.

The Short Version

e Nogoodsleave Indiawithout an IEC, unless specifically exempted. Itis tied to the firm's
PAN.

e AnlEC hasto be updated online every April to June, even with no changes, oritis
deactivated.

e AnRCMC comes from the export council for your main product and runs five financial
years from 1 April.

e Neitherregistration proves a firm makes anything. It proves the firm can export.

* Youcanlookup asupplier's RCMC on DGFT withits IEC and the first three letters of its
name.

An Indian supplier can be a fine maker and still be unable to ship you a single
carton. Smallworkshops, home units and many market traders sell only
inside India, and they have no IEC, so on the export paperwork someone
else hasto standin as exporter. Buyers often find this out after the sampleis
approved.
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So this guide does two jobs. Forimporters, it explains what an [IEC and an

RCMC prove, what they don't, and how to check them yourself in a minute.
ForIndian exporters, it gives the steps to get both and keep them alive.
Other certification guides are on the certifications hub.

Lastresearched 17 October 2026 - Next review 1 April 2027 - Written by Yash
Khatri

1. What Each Registration Is

IEC (Importer Exporter Code). DGFT, India's trade directorate, issuesiit. Its
ruleis plain - "No export orimport shall be made by any person without
obtaining an IEC unless specifically exempted" (DGFT, IEC). Itis tied to the
firm's PAN, the Indian tax number, and any kind of firm can hold one, froma
proprietorto atrust. Services exporters generally don't need one unless
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they claim scheme benefits. The certificate carries a QR code for online
checking.

RCMC (Registration-cum-Membership Certificate). An export promotion
council, commodity board or similar body issues it to exportersinits
productline. DGFT counts 26 export promotion councils and 9 commodity
boards, each withits own products (DGFT, e-RCMQC). It runs five financial

years, from 1 April of the year of issue to 31 March. Exporters needit to claim
most Foreign Trade Policy benefits, and some products need a council's
registrationto export at all.

What else an exporter usually holds. A GST registration (see what anIndian

GST numbertells you), abank's authorised dealer code registered with

customs, and for some goods a product registration, like APEDA for
scheduled farm products or FSSAIl for food. We haven't covered those at
source in this guide, so an exporter should confirm the current list with a
customs broker or chartered accountant.

IEC RCMC

Issued by DGFT The export council orboard for
the main product

Neededto Export orimport goods at all Claim most export scheme
benefits
Lasts No end date, but must be Five financial years

updated every year

Proves The firmisregisteredto trade The firmis a member exporterin
across the border that productline
Doesnot That the firm makes anything That the firm makes anything, or

prove its quality
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2. What an Importer Should Check

Why should you care about an Indian registration? Because a supplier
without avalid IEC can't be the exporter on your shipping papers, and a
deactivated one can stall your goods at the Indian port.

Asking for It

Ask forthe IEC numberand the GST number before you pay forsamples. A
buyerwe found on a business forum, sourcing sarees in 2026, asked
suppliers for exactly that, "export-ready documentation
(IEC/GST/invoices/shipping experience)" (r/IndiaBusiness, from our forum
loQ). It's anormal question and good suppliers answerit at once.

Checking It

1. ThelEC. Scanthe QR code only if you can confirmit opens a dgft.gov.in
page, or better, look the IEC up from DGFT's own site. The name should
match the firm on your proformainvoice.

2. Its status. AnIEC that missed its annual update is deactivated, and one
on DGFT's Denied Entity List can't use DGFT schemes. What each status
means foryour orderis on deactivated or denied entity list.

3.The RCMC. DGFT's "View RCMC Details" service needs the IEC and at
least the first three characters of the firm name. Check the council
matches the product. Agarment exporterregistered only with a council
forengineering goodsis worth a question.

4.The match. The same firm name should run through the IEC, the GST
registration, the invoice and the certificate of origin.

Reading It Fairly

No IECisnotaredflag onits own. Many good makers sellthrough a
merchant exporter who holds the IEC and answers for the paperwork, and
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that's anormal way to buy fromIndia (seeis a city address a trader sign?).

The question to askis who makes the goods, and who answers for quality.

CMACGEM

If the makeryouwant can't export, anIndian exporter of record has to sitin
the middle. That's areal job with real liability, and SourcingSync does it for

buyers who've found a maker without anIEC.

3. How an Indian Exporter Gets an IEC

You'llneed the firm's PAN, a current bank accountin the firm'sname and a
valid business address. DGFT says the address "may be physically verified"
afterissue, so use the address where you actually work.

Step1- Registerondgft.gov.inandlogin.

Step 2 - Open IEC Profile Management and choose "Apply for IEC". If your
firm already has an IEC from earlier, link it to yourlogin instead, with your
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digital signature tokenready.

Step 3 - Fillin the firm details, partners or directors, address and bank
account, and upload the documents the form asks for.

Step 4 - Sign with your digital signature or Aadhaar e-sign and pay. Check
the current fee on the DGFT site.

Step 5 - Download the IEC certificate. It carries a QR code that buyers can
use to checkiit.

Step 6 - Put the IEC number onyourletterhead, proforma and invoices, and
send buyers a copy when they ask.

Changes to the details later go through a modificationrequest on the same
page, which DGFT describes as auto-approved.

4. Keeping the IEC Alive

Thisis the step small exporters forget. Since a DGFT notification of 12
February 2021, every IEC holder must update or confirmits IEC details online
between April and June each year, evenif nothing changed. If you don't, the
IEC is deactivated, and it reactivates once you complete the update
(Notification 58/2015-20, read via council and tax-press summaries, so
check the current wording on DGFT).

Step 1-Each April,loginto dgft.gov.inand open IEC Profile Management.
Step 2 - Review the details and either update or confirm them.
Step 3 - Submit before 30 June and save the confirmation.

Who onyourteam does this? Write itinto someone's calendar, because a
deactivated IEC in July can stop a shipment you've already made.
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Surrendering an IEC suspends it for all transactions, and you can apply to
revoke the suspension later. A firm on the Denied Entity List can apply to
DGFT forremoval.

5. How an Indian Exporter Gets an RCMC

You need an active, updated IEC and a digital signature token or Aadhaar e-
signlinked to yourlogin (DGFT, e-RCMCQC).

Step 1- Decide your mainline of business. DGFT says an exporter "has to
declare his mainstream businessin the application”. Pick the council for that
product. For textiles that might be one of several councils by fibre or
product, for spices the Spices Board, and so on. If no council covers your
product, the DGFT help file points to FIEO, the federation of export
organisations.

Step 2-Logintodgft.gov.inand openthe e-RCMC service, then "Apply for
e-RCMC".

Step 3 - Pick the registering authority, fill in the details and upload what that
council asks for. Each council sets its own document list.

Step 4 - Sign and submit, and pay the council's membership fee. Check the
current fee onthe council's site.

Step 5 - Answer the council's queries. Once approved, the RCMC appears
on DGFT and buyers canlookit up.

Step 6 - Report any change in name, address, ownership or constitution to
the council. The help file gives one month.

Step 7 - Renew before the five financial years run out, through "Renewal of
RCMC" onthe same page.
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Ready to act
Need hands-on help?

Registrationis quick for a firm with clean papers. Getting a
small maker export-ready, withan IEC, RCMC, bank code and
the first shipment's paperwork, takes longer. SourcingSync
handles that for buyers who want a specific maker on board.

Talk to SourcingSync 7

6. Why Applications Get Held Up

¢ The PAN name doesn't match the bank account name. Fix the bank

record first.
e Anaddress the firm doesn'tuse. DGFT may verify it.

e The annual update missed. The IEC is deactivated, and withit the RCMC
application stalls.
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e The wrong council. An RCMC from a council that doesn't cover the
productis apoor fit for scheme claims. Choose by the main product, not
by convenience.

* No signing method linked. Both services need a digital signature token
or Aadhaar e-sign on the login.

7. AWorked Example

Thisis anillustration, not areal firm. A family block-print workshop in Bagru
getsits first order from an Australianlabel, 150 pieces a style.

The workshop has a GST number but no IEC. It could ship through a Jaipur
merchant exporter, whichis common and perfectly fine, or getits own IEC. It
choosesits own. The ownerregisters on DGFT with the firm's PAN, bank
account and the workshop's address, and gets the IEC certificate withits
QR code. Because the label wants a certificate of origin for the Australian
duty cut, the workshop then applies foran RCMC with the council forits
product and files the certificate on the preferential system (see gettinga
certificate of originin India). In April next year, the owner's son confirms the
IEC details on DGFT, and the second order ships without a hitch.

FAQ

[san|EC the same as a GST number? A

No. Bothlink to the firm's PAN, but the IEC is a separate DGFT registration for
cross-border trade.

Does an I[EC expire? v

Does an RCMC prove a firmis a manufacturer? v
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My supplierhas no IEC. Can I still buy? v

Can aforeign company getanindianIEC? v

8. Next Steps

If you're the buyer, ask forthe IEC and GST numbers before samples, check
them on DGFT, and ask who makes the goods. If you're the exporter,
reqister, put the Aprilupdate in a calendar, and pick the council for what you
actually make.

None of these papers make a good product, but missing ones cankeep a
good product at the port. Hope this helps, and write to us at
team@sourcingfrom.comif your case is different.

Relatedreading: verify suppliersin India, EOU and SEZ suppliers explained

and document legalisation and attestation.
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