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Often not. Many rugs sold as Kashmiri are woven in Jaipur or Bhadohi, and
some are not hand-knotted orIndian at all. A genuine Kashmiri hand-knotted
carpet cancarry a Gllabel witha QR code issued afterinspectionby a
governmentinstitute in Srinagar, and that label is the check worth asking for.

Key takeaways

e InUSimportrecords, 93.5% of named hand-knotted carpet bills come from Bhadohi,
Mirzapur, Varanasi, Jaipur, Agra and Panipat.

e AKashmirGllabel carries a QR code and a unique code you can check, but fake labels
exist, so match the details to the rug.

e Askwhere therugis woven and by whom, its construction, its knot count and alab fibre
test.

e "Silk"onruglabelsis oftenviscose, whichis alegitimate fibre but not silk.

* Labelwhatyousellby whatitis, such as "Kashmirdesign", if you can't support the
Kashmir claim.

Oftennot. "Kashmir" onarugis frequently a style or a sales word, and many
rugs sold underit are wovenin Jaipur or Bhadohi, and some aren't hand-
knotted at all. A genuine Kashmiri hand-knotted carpet can carry a Gl label
with a QR code issued after testing by a governmentinstitute in Srinagar,
and that labelis the check worth asking for.
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None of this makes the otherrugs bad. Bhadohi, Mirzapur, Jaipur and Panipat

weave some of the best-value hand-knotted rugsinthe world, and US
customs data says they dominate India's exports. The only problemis arug
soldunderanameit can't support. If you're buying forresale, that's your
problem too, because the label you printis your claim.

SourcingFrom Intelligence

powered by Kirnova - the intelligence company

01 India's hand-knotted rugs come from a handful of towns, and Kashmir isn't the
big one. In US import records for hand-knotted carpets (HS 5701), 93.5% of bills
with a named shipper come from Bhadohi, Mirzapur, Varanast, Jaipur, Agra and

Panipat. Bhadohi alone has 4,334 of 8,775 named bills. (Our read of US bill-of-
lading records as published by ImportYeti, September 2026 - Verified count)
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02  It's the most maker-direct line in the data. Forwarders file just 1.6% of those
bills, and only 13.5% have no shipper name, the lowest of the 21 product codes we

studied. (Same records - Verified count)

03  Indiais the US's main source. India supplied 62.4% of US imports of knotted

carpets in 2025. (UN Comtrade, our analysis)

What we don't know yet

O How many rugs leave India directly from Kashmir. Our shipment read doesn'tisolate Srinagar
shippers, and Kashmiri pieces may travel through dealers elsewhere.

Where Are Rugs Sold as Kashmiri Actually Made?

Inthree places, by the accounts we've read. Some really are madein
Kashmir. Some are hand-knotted in otherIndian clusters and labelled
Kashmiri. A Srinagar maker said it bluntly about one silk rug onarug forumin
March 2025 - "thisrugis made in jaipur or bhadohi many kashmiri
showrooms sell them" (r/Rugs, March 2025). And some aren't Indian or

handmade at all. Atraveller who bought two "silk on silk" rugs in a Bangalore
hotel shop was told by an Indian trade voice it was "definitely not handmade
most probably machine made fromiran or turkey", and a third person
named Antep in Turkiye (r/Rugs, October 2024).
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Those are forum accounts, one voice each, and l'd treat them as patterns to

checkratherthan provenfacts. But they agree with what the shipment data
says about scale. If most of India's hand-knotted export comes from
Bhadohiandits neighbours, mostrugsin a "Kashmir" showroom were never
likely to be Kashmiri.

What Does the Kashmir GI Label Prove?

Kashmiri hand-knotted carpets were registered as a geographical
indicationin 2016 (Kashmir Life), and the Indian Institute of Carpet

Technology in Srinagarruns a QR-code certification, launched in February
2022.The carpetisinspected first, then a secured fusion label with the Gl
logo and a QR codeis fixed toit. Each label also carries a unique alpha-
numerical code you can check ontheinstitute's own site if the scan fails
(IICT Srinagar, read 13 October 2026). The institute's lab told local press it
had certified around 16,000 carpets since 2022 (Kashmir Life).
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Labels get faked too. InJuly 2025 the J&K handicrafts directorate
blacklisted a sellerwho sold a machine-made carpet with a fake QR code
imitating the institute's label (Kashmir Despatch). So check alabellike this:

1. Scanthe QR code onthelabel.

2. Checkthat the detailsitreturns match the rugin front of you - size, knot
count, materials.

3. If the scan fails, check the label's alpha-numerical code on the institute's
own site.

Two honest limits. Arug made before 2016 can be genuinely Kashmiri with
no label, as one owner pointed out in the same forum thread. And these
reports come fromregional news, not from the institute's own pages, which

we haven'tread. Check the current process with the institute before yourely
onitforarange.

What Should I Ask the Supplier?

Where is it woven, by whom? Ask for the town and the workshop, not the
showroom. A Jaipur exporter selling a Bhadohi-wovenrugis anormal trader
(more onthatinis a city address a trader sign). It only becomes a problemif
the label says otherwise.
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What's the construction? Hand-knotted, hand-tufted, flatwoven or

machine-made. Turnit over. Our handmade rugs guide shows how to tell

them apart by the back.

What's the knot count, and how was it counted? The Srinagar maker gave
18 by 18 knots perinch as the minimum for Kashmiri work, usually silk on a
cotton foundationrather than all silk (r/Rugs, March 2025). That's one

maker's figure for one tradition. Agree the counting method in writing.

What fibre, tested? "Silk" onruglabels is oftenviscose, sold as art silk or
bamboo silk. Viscoseis alegitimate fibre. Callingit silkisn't. Ask for a fibre
testfromalab, andif it's Kashmiri, the Gl label. Test the bulk as well as the
sample, forthe reasons in sample perfect, bulk not.

sourcingfrom.com/articles/is-a-kashmir-rug-made-in-kashmir/


http://127.0.0.1:55489/products/handmade-rugs/
https://reddit.com/r/Rugs/comments/1j6wxtv/any_idea_what_this_might_be_worth_6x9_silk_kashmir/mgvm7x8/
http://127.0.0.1:55489/articles/sample-perfect-bulk-not/

How Should I Label What I Sell?

By what the rugis. Country of originis India for an Indian-woven rug
whereverinindiait was made, and that's what goes on customs papers
(rules of origin has the detail). "Kashmir" is a regional claim, and in most
markets aregional claimyou can't supportis a consumerlaw risk for the
seller. If the rugis a Kashmiri design woven in Bhadohi, say "Kashmir design”
or "Persian style" and be proud of the weaving. Bhadohi doesn't need to
borrow anyone's name. The cluster's own story is on Bhadohi and Mirzapuir.

Ready to act
Need hands-on help?

Visiting the workshop, counting knots, fibre-testing a sample
and checking a Gl code before you pay is field work.
SourcingSync cando it foryouinIndia.

Talk to SourcingSync 7

FAQ

How can | tellif a Kashmirrugisreal? A

Look for the Gl label with a QR code, scanit, and check the details match the rug.
Then confirm the construction and fibre yourself orwith alab.

Are Bhadohirugs worse than Kashmirirugs? v
Does arugwithout a Gl label meanit's fake? v

Is "silk" on a Kashmir rug always real silk? v
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