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Yes, a foreign buyer can buy coloured stones wholesale in Jaipur, butitis a
relationship trade in the Johari Bazaarlanes, not a showroom trade. Buyers
who do well goinperson, go back, haggle, and test a sample of each parcel.
The tourist funnel through guides and drivers is a different market with
different prices. Set jewellery needs a setting check before it ships,
because returns from abroad rarely work.

The Short Version

* Thewholesale trade sitsin Johari Bazaar and Gopalji ka Rasta, and coloured glassiis sold
inthe samelanes.

* Aguide ordriver who brings you to a "friend" with stones is the tourist funnel, not the
wholesale trade.

* Neverbuy astone onapromise thatyou canresellit at a profitathome.

e Testasample of every parcel at alab your customers recognise, and weight the testing
to the higher-value stones.

e Checksettings before set jewellery ships, because posting pieces back to India rarely
getsafix.

You can buy coloured stones wholesale in Jaipur, and plenty of foreign
dealers do, but it works as arelationship trade in a few lanes of the old city,
not as a shop youwalkinto. The buyers who do well go in person, come back
trip after trip, haggle with a smile and test what they buy. The showrooms a
guide or driver takes you to are a separate market, priced for tourists.

"Not fornovice gem buyers, orpeople who don't know how to haggle with a
smile and a friendly demeanor.” That's how a buyer with twenty yearsin the
Thai stone trade described Jaipur ona gemstone forumin 2023, afteratrip
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of his own (r/Gemstones, November 2023). He also said "most of the

dealers there are very warm and friendly people”. Both halves are true, and
this pageis about how to get the second without paying for the first. The
checks onstones themselves (treatments, small labs, matchingareportto a
stone) are on gems and jewellery and checking material claims from India,

so herel stick to how the buying works. The caveat - most first-hand
accountsinourlogs are from 2010 to 2015, with a thinnerrun since, and
nobody publishes how much of Jaipur's trade goes to foreign buyers.

SourcingFrom Intelligence

powered by Kirnova - the intelligence company

01  The tourist route has its own price level. UK visitors reported asking prices "3 or
4 times greater than they should be" in tourist-route shops, and a local reported
guides taking 30 to 40% commission. (Our review of traveller forum threads, 2011 to
2026)

02  Gem fraud clusters in low-value stones. A Sri Lankan trader explained why on a
gemmology forum - below a certain stone value, a reputable lab report costs too

much of the price for most buyers to bother. (/GS forum, 2018, our forum log)

03  Stones and fine jewellery fly, so shipping records can't vouch for a Jaipur
dealer. Only a handful of Jaipur jewellery bills appear in the US sea manifests we
read. (Our count of US bill-of-lading records, 23 September 2026)

What we don't know yet

O The formal exportroute and paperwork small parcels of cut coloured stones take out of Jaipuir,
step by step. We planto map it with an exporter.

1. Where Does the Wholesale Trade Actually Happen?

In Johari Bazaar and its lanes, chiefly the one locals call Gopalji ka Rasta. A
Jaipurlocaltold avisitorin 2011 that "thats where the wholesale work
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happens”, and described brokers trading on the streetin the mornings
(TripAdvisor, 2011, archived). That morning detail rests on one voice, so treat

it as alead to check onyour first day, not atimetable. The laneisreal and
busy enough that a forum regular nicknamed it "gem-hell alley"in 2023
(r/Gemstones, 2023).

The same lanes sell glass. "Johari Bazaar is the main hub for the gem dealers
but many of them pass off coloured glass as gems," a visitor wrote in 2015
(TripAdvisor, 2015, archived). Thatisn't areason to avoid the market. It's the

reason the market rewards buyers who can test, and why the trade itself
runs on who knows whom.

The bazaar also sells finished costume and oxidised pieces, which locals
send shoppers to Bapu Bazaar for. If that's what you want, the alloy and
plating questions on fashion jewellery matter more than anything here.

2. How Do You Tell the Trade From the Tourist Funnel?

By how you arrived. The funnel starts with arickshaw driver or guide who has
a"friend", and endsin a showroom, often on the Amer Road or near the
Hawa Mahal. The pitch that has runlongestin ourlogsisresale. Alocal
described the schemein 2011 as luring visitors "into buying jewelery which
they say will help the tourist make a killing when he/she sells it back home"
(TripAdvisor, 2011, archived). A2024 post stillwarned about "scam jewellery
shops" opposite the Hawa Mahal, and a 2026 one about shops "selling fake

gems".
Three rules keep you out of it.

e Arrive onyourown, by appointment. Find dealers through trade
contacts, atrade fair oranother buyer, and go to their office, not to
whoever finds you at the hotel.
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e Neverbuy onaresale promise. Noreal wholesaler needs to tell you what
you'llmake athome. If the pitchis about your profit rather than the stone,
leave.

e Treataguide's commission as part of the price. The 30 to 40% figure in
ourlogs comes from one local voice, soit's Indicative, but any
introduced sale carries someone's cut.

To be fairto Jaipur, anIndian tour business answered one of those old
threads with "the goods were expensive but at least Genuine", and others
pointed out that scams hurt the honest traders most. The funnelis a pricing
and trust problem more than a fake-stone problem, though the doubletsin
ourlogs show it can be both.

3. Who Succeeds Buying Wholesale There?

People who treat it as along game. The experienced buyer above spends a
serious budget on each trip and works through a dealer he has known for
years. That patternrepeats across our forumlogs. Terms, first pick of a
parcel and honest answers about treatment follow the relationship, and the
relationship follows repeat visits.

Soplanthefirst trip as alearning trip. Buy small parcels from several dealers,
pay attention to which ones disclose treatment without being asked, and
test what you bring home before you go back with real money. Haggling is
expected, so agree in advance with yourself what you'll pay for each quality
and walk away when the number moves pastit. If you'd rather meet dealers
in an organised setting first, the export council's trade show series, I1JS, is
where much of India's gem trade meets buyers.
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4.When Is a Lab Report Worth Paying For?

When the stone's value can carry it. Atrader on agemmology forum said
fraudinIndian online stonesis easy to get away with onlow-priced stones,
because areputable lab test costs too large a share of the stone for buyers
to bother (IGS forum, January 2018). Turn that round and it's a testing policy.

e Higher-value stones get anindividual report from alab your customers
recognise, named in the order before you see the stones.

* Parcels of lower-value stones get arandom sample pulled by you, not by
the dealer, and sent for testing. If the sample fails, the parcel goes back.

e Areportfromasmalllab you've never heard of is still the seller's claim.
Foreign buyersin ourlogs say new labs appear constantly. One forum
voice suggested the export council's own Gem Testing Laboratory in
Jaipur as abetterlocal option.

5. What Goes Wrong With Set Jewellery?

Stonesfalling out. It's one of the steadiest complaintsin ourlogs about
Jaipur-bought gem-set pieces, from an Australianin 2010 whose stone
"closest to the clasp fell out” to a 2025 post that said simply "All the stones
fall out” (r/jaipur, 2025). The fix from abroad is the hard part. A UK buyer
explainedin 2013 that "postage of jewellery to India is not cheap and there

are uncertainties as to whetherit would everreachits destination"
(TripAdvisor, 2013, archived), and buyers report shops going quiet once

they're home.

A Jaipurlocal counteredin 2010 that most jewellers give money backif a
pieceisreturned. That works whenyou're stillin the city. So do the checking
there, orhave it done before shipment. Name the setting type inthe order
(claw, bezel, pavé), check every claw on a sample under aloupe, give a few
pieces atap and shake test, and hold part of the payment until a pre-
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shipment check passes. Pay by a method that gives you dispute rights for
anything bought on the spot.

6. How Do the Stones Get From Jaipur to You?

By air, almost always, which is why sea shipping records show almost
nothing for Jaipurjewellery (our count above). What mattersis that your
parcelleaves India as a declared export, witha commercial invoice in the
exporter's name and an Indian exporter who holds anIEC, so you have the
documents your own customs and your bank expect. The experienced
buyerinourlogsrelied on hislong-term dealer to see alarge parcel through
customs. That's trust doing the work of paperwork, anditisn't aroute to

copy.

We haven't yet mapped the formal route for small coloured-stone parcels
step by step, so ask the dealer how they export, who is named as exporter,
and what they send withit, and check what your country needs on arrival
with your customs broker. Natural diamonds carry their own certificate rules,
which gems and jewellery covers. If you want someone in Jaipur to pull test

samples, check settings and handle the export papers before the parcel
flies, SourcingSync does that work.

Questions Buyers Ask

Canljust walk into Johari Bazaar and buy wholesale? A
You can buy, but you'llbe quoted as a stranger. Wholesale terms come with

introductions and repeat visits.

|s Gopalji ka Rasta safe for a first-time buyer? v
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Should | trust a certificate from a Jaipur lab?

Canl bring stones home in my luggage?

sourcingfrom.com/articles/jaipur-wholesale-gem-buying/



