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Kosher certificationis a private agency's letterthat named products from a
named plant meet Jewish dietary law underits supervision. No government
issuesit, inIndia or anywhere. This guide shows importers how toread a
letter of certificationline by line and check it at source, and walks an Indian
plant through application, ingredient approval, inspection and the letter.

The Short Version

e Kosheris aprivate certificate. Your customer decides which agency they accept, so ask
them first.

e Theletter of certificationlists exact products, brands, the plant address and a valid-
through date. Anything not on the list is not certified.

* Readthe conditions column. "Label must state" lines and Passover notes like "kitniyot"
change whatyou cansell.

* Opentheletteronthe agency's ownsite, never only the PDF the supplier sends.

e Foranindianplant, the slow partis getting kosher letters for every raw material on the
approved list.

The kosher certificate for one guar gum makerin Ahmedabad's Vatva
industrial estate runs to three pages, and two of them say something the
first one doesn't. Page one, underthe STAR-K symbol, lists six gum powders
as pareve. Pages two and three, under STAR-S, the same agency's
Sephardic certification, list the same products with one more line each:
"Productis kitniyot and is Kosher for Passover for Sephardim only." Every
product carries the same condition too: "Label must state Altrafine Gums of
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India." The letter wasissued on 22 December 2025
and is valid through 31January 2027 (STAR-Kletter, account TIY62TV3).
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If you buy that gum fora US bakery ingredient blend, the first page is what
you need. If you sellinto a Passoverrange, the Passoverline decides who
canuseit. Andif your private label drops the maker's name, the condition
columnsays the certification doesn't carry over. That is kosher certification
inone document, and it's why this guide spends most of the importer half on
reading the letter. The exporter's steps follow. The other certificate guides
are on certifications.

1. What a Kosher Certificate Is

A kosher certificate, usually called a letter of certification (LOC), is a private
agency saying that named products, made at anamed plant, are kosher
underits supervision. No governmentissuesiit, in India orin the markets you
sellto. The big agencies are US-based (OU, OK, STAR-K, Kof-Kamong
others), and there are many smaller ones, some with rabbis based in India.

sourcingfrom.com/guides/kosher-certification/


http://127.0.0.1:56812/guides/certifications/

The letter tells you each product's status - pareve (neither meat nor dairy),
dairy, or meat - and any conditions. It lets the company put the agency's
symbol onlabels forlisted products.

What it doesn't prove is food safety, pesticide residues orlabel compliance
with your country's law. A kosher plant can still ship alot that fails a residue
test. Keep foodimport testing in the plan.

2. Who Asks for It and Why

No borderrequires kosher certification. The requirement comes from your
customer, andinlIndia's export mix it shows up in places people don't
expect.

e Ingredients. Guargum, psyllium, castor oil derivatives, spices, essential
oils, sesame, cashews and food chemicals go into products that carry a
kosher symbol abroad, so the ingredient needs one too. AUS or UK
manufacturer can only use inputs that appearonits ownagency's
approved list.

¢ Finished food. Snacks, rice, tea and condiments sold into kosher aisles
or to kosher food service.

e Non-food. Some chemical and packaging buyers ask because their
customers do.

The question to ask your customeris "which agencies do you accept?”
Agencies don'tallaccept each other, and a big US manufacturer's kosher
listis often stricterthanits legalteam's food safety list.

3. How to Read the Letter

Take any letter and go column by column.
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Company and address. The plant address must match the manufactureron
your invoice or the label. Atrader's name on the letteris fine only if the letter
says who manufactures.

Issue date and valid-through date. Letters are dated and usually renewed
yearly. The Ahmedabad letterisissued in December and valid to the end of
the following January, which leaves a short overlap for renewal. An expired
letteris the most common problem buyers find.

Product name and brand. Only the products and brands listed are certified.
A different grade, mesh size or brand name from the same plantis not
covered untilit's added.

Status. Pareve, dairy (often marked D) or meat. Your formulation team needs
this, because a dairy ingredient changes the status of your whole product.

Conditions. Thisis where the surprises live. "Label must state” lines mean the
productis certified only when sold under that name. Passover notes like
"kitniyot" or "not for Passover" limit use in Passover products. "Bulk only" or
"when bearing the symbol" lines limit how it can ship.

Item codes. Some agencies give each product a code (the STAR-K letter
has a UKD number per product). Your customer's kosher department will ask
forit.

4. What an Importer Should Check

Step1- Ask your customer which agencies they accept. Getitin writing.

Step 2 - Get the current letter from the supplier, then check it at source.
Most big agencies publish letters on their own servers orlet you search
certified companies on their site. The STAR-K |letter above opens from
STAR-K's own address. Compare the PDF you were sent with the one the
agency serves. They should be identical.
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Step 3 - Match the product line by line. Your exact product, brand and
grade must be oniit.

Step 4 - Check the conditions against how you'll sell. Private label,
repacking, blending and Passoveruse are the four that trip people up.

Step 5 - Diary the valid-through date. Ask forthe renewed lettera month
beforeitlapses.

Red flags - aletter with no valid-through date, a certificate that names a
product "range" instead of products, a symbol onabagthatisn'tonthe
letter, and a supplier who can only send a scanned image with no agency
link. If you're unsure, email the agency with the account number. They
answer that kind of query because their symbolis their business.

5. What to Ask the Supplier For and When

e AtRFQ:the agency, the currentletter and whetheryour exact productis
onit. Ifitisn't, ask howlongit would take to add.

e Atsample stage: samples from a certifiedrun, labelled the way the letter
says.

e AtPO: write the agency, the product status and any labelling condition
into the PO. If you'll private label, ask whether the agency needs a private
label agreement (OU does, between the manufacturer and the
distributor).

e Each shipment: bags orlabels showing the symbol and the maker's name

as the letterrequires, and the lot on the commercial invoice.

If youwant someone inindiato check that afactory's kosher symbols and
letters match what actually runs on the line, SourcingSync does that on the

ground.
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6. Who Certifies in India

India has no government kosher body. Indian plants are certified by the
same international agencies that certify plantsinthe US and Europe,
through rabbis who visit from abroad or are basedin India. Agency letters
forIndian plants are easy to find once you look. Gum and psyllium makersin
Gujarat and Rajasthan, forexample, publish STAR-K |letters, and you can
openthemonthe agency's own servers. Which agency a plant chose
usually tells you which buyers it was built to serve.

7. How an Indian Exporter Gets One

These steps follow OU's published process, whichis close to how the other
large agencies work (OU Kosher, 2022).

Step 1- Ask your buyers which agency. If your top three customers all list
one agency, apply there. Getting a second agency lateris common but
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costs asecond set of visits.

Step 2 - Prepare the application. You'll need the products you want
certified, every raw material with its supplier and any existing kosher letter
forit, a process description, and the labels. This takes a week or two if your
raw material files are tidy and much longerif they aren't.

Step 3 - The agency assigns a coordinator. At OU it's a Rabbinic
Coordinator who manages the file. You'll get an invoice for the first
inspection. Check the current fee with the agency.

Step 4 - The plantinspection. Arabbinic field representative tours the plant
and files areport. They look at raw material storage, shared equipment,
cleaning, heat processes (which matter for kosher status) and how
ingredientsreach theline.

Step 5 - Ingredient approval (Schedule A). The agency builds an approved
ingredient list. Raw materials usually need theirown kosher letters, and not
every agency accepts every otheragency'sletter. Thisis the slow step for
Indian plants, because local suppliers of solvents, carriers, flavours and
processing aids often have no kosher letter at all. Expect toreplace a few
suppliers orask themto get certified.

Step 6 - Productlist (Schedule B) and labels. The agency lists the certified
products and approves labels that carry its symbol.

Step 7 - Contract. You sign a contract with Schedule A, Schedule B, the
production procedures and the yearly fee. Private label customers need
theirown agreement.

Step 8 - The letter. After signing and payment, the agency issues the letter
of certification, and you can use the symbol onlisted products. OU says the
whole process takes about three months on average (OU Kosher).
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Step 9 - Ongoing supervision. Alocal orvisiting rabbiinspectsona
schedule set by the agency for as long as you stay certified. You must buy
eachingredient from the exact supplierlisted on Schedule A. OU's own
guidance is that the ingredient name and supplier on the incoming container
must match the Schedule A entry exactly (OU Kosher).

Step 10 - Renew and add products. Letters arereissued onthe agency's
cycle, usually yearly. New products, grades or brands are added by request
before you ship them as kosher.

Commonreasons a plant gets stuck are raw materials without acceptable
kosher letters, shared equipment with non-kosher or dairy product and no
agreed cleaning procedure, and a buying team that switches suppliers
without telling the agency. That last one is how certified plantslose a
product from the letter mid-year.

What to send the buyer - the current letter (or the link on the agency's site),
the item codes for their products, and any private label agreement they
need.

8. A Worked Example With Psyllium for a UK Snack
Maker

This example is an illustration built from the rules above, not a real firm.

A UK snack maker wants psyllium husk powder from Gujarat for a kosher-
certified high-fibre bar. Theiragency accepts STAR-K.

You ask the supplier forits letter, openit fromthe agency's server and find
psyllium husk powderlisted as pareve under the maker's own brand. The
condition says the label must state the maker's name and city. The UK maker
buysin bulk bags and the bar's label names only the UK brand, whichiis fine,
because the condition applies to the ingredient's own bags, and those
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keep the Indian maker's name. The snack maker's kosher department then
adds theitem code toits own Schedule A.

The Passoverline also matters. The barisn't sold for Passover, so the kitniyot
note doesn't change anything. If the same buyer laterlaunches a Passover
range, this psyllium works only for Sephardi-certified products, and that's a
sourcing question for next year, not a surprise atlaunch.

FAQ

Is there a government kosher certificate inIndia? A

No. Allkosher certificationis private, by kosher agencies.

Do all agencies accept each other? v

How longis alettervalid? v

What does pareve mean on the letter? v

Does kosher mean halal? v
9. Next Steps

e Forthe otherreligious certification buyers ask about, read halal
certification.

e Forfoodsafety schemesthe same buyers ask for, see food safety
certifications.

e ForUS entry, see FDAfood facility registration.

e Forthe USborder'sownrecordonlIndianfood, read FDA import alerts.
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e Forevery certificate guide, go to certifications.
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